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MU MOK/N3UM FOR: The Dificto? of Control Ifi ttHljmct 

SUBJECT: 


Proposal to Transfer Certain BQK Responsibilities 

and Stuff Functions to dA V^0U 


1. PR OB US M; 

To dotermino the CTA position 
mont of the Interior, 


«a subject proposal of the Depart* 


2 * FACTS BEARING Off THE PROBLEM: 

a. Existing arrangements for preparation of gasettcers of 
foreign geographic names have been found to be unsatisfactory to the 
Department of the Interior. 

b * The Office of Geography is the staff component of Interior 
responsible for undertaking foreign name research gad maintaining current 
foreign name files at a major aapett of its staff function to the inter - 
departmental Board on Geographic Hamas (BON), ft is mainly supported 
in this work by CIA funds (Annex A). 

... , 41 C * I “ terior propoees that CIA assume the responsibilities and 

* u „ ^ tion * for gaogr^hic names and render staff assistance 

to the Subcommittee on Foreign Names of BGN (Annas »). 

d. Under existing legislation (Annexes C and O) the Board. 
subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, has the”duty7f 
formulat: e g principles, policies, aad procedures far domestic and foreign 
names to serve the interests of the Federal Government aad the general 
public, and for deciding tha standard nnmaa and th»lr arthogrnphy for 
official uaa. Tha S.cr.tary ha. tha duty of providing aaaiatnnca to tho 
Board and promulgating the name decisions of the Board. 
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• • Foreign geographic names tr« promulgated through N1S 
gasetteers to serve the intelligence requirements of the government and 
through BGN gazetteers to serve the public interests. The foreign name 
lists are identical for both gasetteers (Annex E). 


3. DISCUSSION: 

a. The Department of the Interior considers the research on 
foreign geographic names tad the related name file maintenance and 
service to he unrelated to Its departmental mission and fractions. In 
consequence. It proposes that OLA assume the responsibilities and staff 
functions for this work since it is mainly supported by CIA funds under 
the NIS Program. Acceptance of this proposal would involve the adminis- 
trative transfer to CIA of all or most of the staff of the Office of Geography, 
Interior; the furnishing of staff Support to the BGN Subcommittee oa Foreign 
Names; and the assumption of responsibility for foreign geographic nemos 
in the interest of the Federal Government and the general public if the intent 
of the Act ie to he fulfilled. 

b. Irrespective of Interior's position, it is difficult to sec how 
CIA could accept as a matter of common concern responsibilities which 
transcend the intelligence field. It might be argued that the Secretary of 
the Interior could be prevailed upon to retain his nominal responsibilities 
under the Act and service through the Board the public requirements 
queries on foreign names, Even so, the research staff, presently the 
Office of Geography, Interior, would have to he called upon to furnish the 
data to support these requirements. The proposed transfer of these 
functions to CIA would necessarily involve this Agency in such activities. 

The NIS gasetteers serve intelligence requirements only. It has been our 
posit! on to fulfill this responsibility only to the point whore a self-supporting 
SGN public gasetteer program eta eventually take over tad service both 
government and public needs. In the interim, however, it is essential to 
intelligence needs to ha vs the foreign names capability maintained. 

c. This leads to the possibility of some other Government 
department or agoncy tailing on the foreign names responsibility. Since 
the Army Map Service (AMS) maintains a foreign names activity approxi- 
mately as large as that presently conducted in the Office of Geography, Interior, 
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ftnd th* other Service* have only nominal activities in thi* field, AMS 
might he considered by some a* an appropriate recipient of this re- 
sponsibility. Where at all possible, AMS follow* BGN foreign name 
policy and is the largest user of foreign names in its production of 
large-scale map* of foreign areas. £ven if assigned foreign names 
responsibility, the AMS activity in this field would probably continue 
to be directed primarily toward fulfillment of the Army’s operational 
requirements, with a consequent lack of assurance that CIA’s requests 
for scheduled support to the MIS gazetteer and editing programs would 
be obtained or that the rest of the U. S. Government or public would he 
adequately served as required by the Act •• the latter being in the long- 
range interests of the gaaetteer program. 

d. The Department of State, however, is in a position to serve 
directly the public interests} has a primary responsibility in matters re- 
lating to foreign areas} and has long maintained an active interest in th* 
formulation of foreign geographic name policy, particularly in relation 
to sovereignty claims and actions by foreign governments. Mot over* 
burdened by its own operational requirements for foreign names, the 
Department of State would ho in a favorable position to provide support 
th *_! iIS 8**®ti*er program, the BGN public gaaetteer program, 
otherwise to serve both Government and public requirements CIA 
could continue to furnish funds for the NIS manuscript and editing work 
as it now does with Interior. 


4. CONCLUSIONS: 

a. The proposal of the Department of the Interior to transfer 
to CIA certain responsibilities and staff functions relating to foreign 

geographic names involves requirements beyond those ef th* intelligence 
community. 

b. Th* intelligence requirements for foreign names are 
presently being fulfilled by the NIS gaaetteer program} however, it is 

the CIA position to rely eventually on the BGN program of public gaaetteer* 
as the primary source of foreign geographic names. 
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c. For the above raioni, it is considered unwise for this 
Agency to accept Interior's proposal. 

d. Of other government agencies, the Department of State 
appears to have the most suitable environment for assuming the re- 
sponsibilities and staff functions relating to foreign geographic names. 

^ .. . # * For#i *» ***»• requirements of the intelligence community 

could adequately be satisfied under that arrangement. 7 


5. ACTION jUBCOMMENPED: 

BCl «t aec.pt (h. pr.po.tf of 
of ,h * »“»•««. -4 that another department, meet 
logically the Department of State, be considered in lieu of CIA. 


Lsl 

Assistant Director 
Basie Intelligence 


OTTO E. GUT HE 
Assistant Director 
Be search and Beports 
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ANNEXES: 


(A) Statement of BOH support to the N1S Program. 

r * ®* Central Intelligent (with 

ncloeuraa), and subsequent Utter dated 29 Junel956. 

" sssisr 1 - 

tE) Latter from DB/2 to Xhtecutiva SoAr.t... « , 

16 March 19S5. Secretary of BON, dated 


CONCURRENCES- 


visit ' ; 

dd/i ~ 

SSsH3££5^r=^ 

5X1 LmL eq^ested by the Department of Interior. 

Acting ueneral Ceunael — - 17 Jui y !956 


DDQ 



APPROVED; 
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Attac. v .i -•it 1. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Z7 April 1956 


Board on Geographic Namts 


The BUN i* charged by statute with the standardisation of 
geographic names la the United States and it* possessions, and alt 
foreign areas. With the activation of the NXS Program in 1948, 
there was a need for the development of gazetteer a to insure 
uniformity in geographic name# throughout the approximately 
85 different section* and related has® maps of tb« NXS for which 
production re apocsihility was assigned to more th&ft 40 different 
components of LAC and aon-XAC agencies. Arrangements were 
made, therefore, to fiscally support the BGN o»» continuing . 
basis in the preparation of gazetteers for the NXS Program, 

In addition to the production of the gazetteers ih® BGN also 
reviews* for geographic name consistency sdl the contributions 
received from the more than 40 contributors to thi* program. 

At the time this gazetteer program* was started ihore were no 
other gaaetteers in existence suitable for NXS purpose s » 
there la still no other gazetteer program in being that c&n meet 
requirements of the MS Program &nd the intelligence community 
ass whole - 

Gazette* re have bean produced on more than 85 of the 103 
land ®.r«ae of the wo-.id. However, because of the urgency of 
making approved standardised geographic names available to 
NTS producing offices in the early stages of the MS Program, 
most of these gas-etteara were produced in preliminary fortn 
with the realisation that further name research and «stp&nsion 
of these g»*ett<s«re would be neceftsary to fully meet NXS 
requirements. Revision of these preliminary gazetteers i* 
now underway. 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON 25 . D. C. 


My dear Mr. Bull®®’* 
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director- - -~ 

,8»ette«r Oort »»* 1 oo foreign »“*• ***** l “ 

«« Wf —*.««. U ‘ u»«1m, th. t«frt-»t 

:rsrii5 £ ssss - 

— 1 rrrss - — 


Approved For Release 2009/04/10 : CIA-RDP80R01731R0001 001 10003-6 


